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National and Regional Weather Highlights for Spring 2026

Statewide Averag

Statewide Precip

Regionally, Spring 2026 was the second warmest since 1895. North
Carolina experienced its third driest spring. Much of the region was

exceptionally dry during March and April, though wetter conditions

returned in May, especially across parts of Alabama and Georgia.

Highlights for the Southeast

Several locations recorded or tied their earliest
first 90 degree F day on record, including Tampa,
FL (March 6th), Jacksonville, FL (March 10th),
Wilmington, NC (March 23rd), Charlottesville, VA
(March 23rd), and Atlanta, GA (April 17th).

On March 1st, 1-inch hail fell in Key Largo, FL,
marking the largest hail reported in the Florida
Keys since records began in 1950.

Several locations recorded among their highest
counts of 95 degree F days on record, including
Raleigh-Durham, NC, Richmond, VA, Washington,
D.C., and Miami, FL

Augusta, GA ended its longest dry streak on record
of 40 consecutive days on April 25th, breaking the
previous record of 38 days

There were 18 surf zone fatalities and one lightning
fatality in the Southeast this spring.

Temperatures were above average across the Caribbean, while spring

began with wet conditions but ended with increasing dryness. Drought
coverage reached record levels across the Southeast according to the U.S.
Drought Monitor, while abnormal dryness expanded across portions of the
Caribbean. For more information, see NOAA’s National Climate Report.

El Nifio conditions are present and are expected
to strengthen into the winter, with a greater than
60% chance of a very strong event that would rank

among the strongest since 1950.

Regional Weather Overview for Spring 2026

Temperature and Precipitation Anomalies

Mean Temperature Departure from Average (°F)

Precipitation Departure from Normal (in)
March — May 2026

Temperatures were above average
across the Southeast, particularly
across northern and interior portions
of the region as well as the FL
Peninsula, where many locations were
3 to 5 degrees F above average. Key
West, FL, Sarasota, FL, and Charlotte,
NC recorded their warmest spring

on record, Muscle Shoals, AL tied its
warmest spring on record, while many
other locations recorded one of their
top 3 warmest springs on record.

Contacts: Chip Konrad, Chris Fuhrmann and William Schmitz

Precipitation was below average across
most of the Southeast, particularly
across VA and the Carolinas, with many
locations running 3 to 6 inches below
average. Raleigh-Durham, NC recorded
its driest spring on record with less
than 4 inches, while several other
locations recorded one of their top 3
driest springs on record. In contrast,
precipitation was above average across
the northern Gulf Coast and southern
portions of GA and FL.

Drought

U.S. Drought Monitor

March 3, 2026 May 26,2026

Drought conditions intensified across the
Southeast this spring, resulting in some

of the highest coverage ever recorded by
the U.S. Drought Monitor. By mid-April,
100% of the region was classified in at least
abnormally dry (DO) conditions for the

first time since January 2000. Coverage of
moderate (D1), severe (D2), and extreme
(D3) drought subsequently reached record
levels of 99.81%, 94.85%, and 61.50%,
respectively, surpassing the values observed
during the 2007-2008 drought. Exceptional
(D4) drought expanded to its greatest extent
on record for spring (12.5%), and greatest
extent since November 2016.
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Regional Climate Impacts for Spring 2026

Major Wildfires Impact the Southeast

-

The Rosindale Road fire in Bladen County, NC on April 10th (source: WECT)

For the second consecutive spring, drought and unusually dry fuels
contributed to elevated wildfire activity across portions of the
Southeast, prompting evacuations and degrading air quality. In GA,

a statewide emergency declaration was issued as several large fires
intensified, including the Highway 82 Fire, which burned more than
22,600 acres and became one of the most destructive wildfires in
state history, and the Pineland Road Fire, which burned more than
32,000 acres. Together, these fires destroyed more than 120 homes
and structures. In FL, officials described 2026 as the state's most active
wildfire season in more than 30 years, with over 120,000 acres burned
by late spring. A 2,700-acre wildfire near Jacksonville disrupted major
rail service, while the Highway 41 Fire west of Miami forced partial
closures of Everglades National Park. According to the NC State Climate
Office, more than 4,000 wildfire incidents were recorded in the state,
including the East Tower Fire, Rosindale Road Fire (see image above),
and Cane Creek Fire. Downed timber and vegetative debris from
Hurricane Helene contributed to higher fuel loads.

Severe Weather

There were 984 reports of severe weather this past spring,
which is just below the median frequency observed from 2000
to 2025 (97% of normal). There were 68 confirmed tornadoes
(1 EF-U, 38 EF-0s, 28 EF-1s, 1 EF-2), which is above the median
frequency of 61 (111% of normal). For the season, there were
862 reports of high winds, which is above the median frequency
of 648 (133% of normal). There were also 54 hail reports, which
is well below the median frequency of 311 (17% of normal).
The largest hailstones were 2.75 inches in central AL on May
6th. Back-to-back severe outbreaks in mid-March produced
over 40 tornadoes across parts of AL and GA, injuring at least
two people, with straight-line winds over 60 mph causing
several injuries due to trees falling onto homes and vehicles.
Washington’s Reagan Airport recorded a gust of 68 mph and
Grandfather Mountain in NC recorded a gust of 94 mph.

Agriculture and Livestock

Agricultural conditions deteriorated this spring as persistent
drought and periods of extreme temperatures affected

crops and livestock. Dry soils delayed planting, hindered

seed establishment, and reduced yields for a variety of crops,
including winter wheat, cotton, peanuts, onions, peaches,
apples, pecans, and citrus. Drought reduced Vidalia onion yields
and bulb size, while peach growers anticipated a smaller harvest.
Pasture and hay production declined, limiting forage availability
and increasing supplemental feed and irrigation costs. Freeze
events damaged vineyards, strawberries, blueberries, and other
fruit crops, while reductions in flowering plants and water
availability stressed pollinator populations. Livestock operations
also faced challenges from poor pasture conditions, declining
pond levels, and limited water resources.
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The seasonal outlook favors improvement

NOAA's Climate Prediction Center (CPC) is forecasting above average temperatures
across the Southeast from July to September. Probabilities are in the 33-40% range
across the interior of the region and in the 40-50% range across FL and the East Coast.
There are equal chances of above or below precipitation across the region.

Atlantic Hurricane Season

On May 21st, the CPC issued its outlook for the Atlantic Hurricane Season,
which calls for below-normal activity this year. The forecast is for 8 to 14
total named storms, of which 3 to 6 could become hurricanes, with 1 to 3
becoming major hurricanes (Category 3+). The outlook reflects a combination

or removal across much of the Southeast,
particularly FL and coastal areas. Greater
uncertainty exists across the interior Carolinas
and VA, where above average temperatures
and lack of wet signal favor persistence.

X2 2026 Atlantic Hurricane Season Outlook

Season Probability Named Storms

8-14
Hurricanes
3-6

Major Hurricanes

of competing factors, including slightly warmer than normal sea surface 1-3

temperatures, an intensifying El Nifio, bringing stronger wind shear, weaker

trade winds, and a near-average west African monsoon.

Contacts: Chip Konrad, Chris Fuhrmann and William Schmitz

[l Above Normal Near Normal Below Normal

Be prepared: visit hurricanes follow NOAA's @NWS and @NHC_Atlantic on X. May 2026
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Caribbean Climate Overview and Impacts for Spring 2026
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Temperatures were above average across PR and the USVIs this spring. Several locations ) s Thomss
recorded notably warm seasons, including San Juan, Juncos, and Aibonito, which each ranked i::j = Saint John
. . . . 3 . . . <
among their 15 warmest springs on record, while Saint Thomas tied its sixth warmest spring. !
Precipitation was variable. March and April were wetter than normal across much of the region, el
with Coloso recording its third wettest March on record with 7.68 inches and San Juan recording
its fourth wettest with 6.56 inches. In contrast, rainfall deficits of 2 to 4 inches developed
in many areas in May. Saint Thomas recorded just 0.59 inches, less than 20% of normal and

among its ten driest Mays on record. As a result, the region ended its climatological dry season Abnormal dryness (DO)

unusually wet but entered the wet season under increasingly dry conditions.
Y gy an expanded across southeastern

Agriculture,Water Resources, and Notable Weather and southwestern portions of

Spring began with generally favorable hydrologic conditions following a wet end to winter and an PR' and emerged across partS_Of
exceptionally wet start to the season. However, conditions changed markedly during May as hot, dry, the northern SIOpeS and OUtlymg
and windy weather developed across the region. Rapid declines in groundwater levels were observed islands of Vieq ues and Culebra. By
at several wells, particularly along the southern slopes of PR where municipal and agricultural water the end of the season, it covered
supplies depend heavily on groundwater resources. Water levels also began decreasing across 17% of the island, the highest
portions of the eastern interior and in reservoirs such as Lago Cidra. Drying soils and increasing value since the beginning of the
veg;tatior:c i;re?sl be:j:a;'ne evilden: Ic;)\: the ert'nrt‘j of tf}etse‘:son, ispelzcially acrozs horlthde-rn anfdtscl)l:)thet:n year. Abnormal dryness (DO) also
portions of the island. Several notable weather-related events also occurred, including a fatal boating .
accident near Ponce caused by rough seas and strong winds, a wave-related drowning incident at Poza r.Eturn.ed to the USVis for the first
Las Mujeres Beach, and quarter-inch hail reported in Arecibo. time since February.
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Temperature and Precipitation Southeast Region Partners

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

National Centers for Environmental
Information

National Weather Service Eastern Region

National Weather Service Southern Region

Climate Prediction Center
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National Hurricane Center

According to the North American Multi-Model Ensemble (NMME), above- National Integrated Drought Information
average temperatures and below average precipitation are expected across System
the Caribbean during the July-September period.

Carolinas Integrated Sciences and

Drought Assessments
National Sea Grant Office

According to the CPC and Caribbean

Seasonal Drought Outlook Climate Outlook Forum, drought Southeast and Caribbean Regional
C e e development is favored across the Collaboration Team
@@» U.S. Virgin southern slopes of PR, where longer- State Climatologists
- s term rainfall deficits persist. This outlook . .
Puerto Rico = reflects expectations for warmer, drier, Southeast Regional Climate Hub
and windier conditions during the Southeast Climate Science Center
W oonren oo oty climatological wet season, along with . . . .
e gt development ety X L Community Collaborative Rain Hail and
[ o srousie below-normal tropical cyclone activity. Snow Network
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