2010 Coop Awards presented at WFO Greenville-Spartanburg
A Thomas Jefferson and John Campanius Holm Award along with two 30 year LOS awards were presented to dedicated observers at WFO Greenville-Spartanburg (GSP) on October 14, 2010.  Those honored included Malcolm Gregory (center) from Santuck , SC receiving the Jefferson Award, Ben Ledford Jr. (right of center) from Marshall, NC holding his Holm Award, Gordon Hensley (left corner 1st row) from Ashford, NC holding his 30 year LOS award, and James Berry (right corner 2nd row) from Morganton, NC with his 30 year LOS Award.  Malcolm Gregory and his family have been the observers at Santuck for more than 100 years, beginning in 1893.  Ben Ledford Jr. also was presented his 20 year LOS award along with his Holm Award.  James Berry was also a past recipient of the Holm Award.  
Honored guests and WFO GSP staff helped express their appreciation to the observers for their continued dedication and providing observations valuable to all.  Guests included the following starting on the 1st row and from left to right: Sharon LeDuc, National Climatic Data Center Deputy Director, Asheville NC; MIC, Larry Gabric, WFO GSP; 2nd row; DAPM, Terry Benthall, WFO GSP;  Katy Vincent, National Climate Data Center Communication Coordinator, Asheville NC; Steve Garrison, Madison County NC, County Manager; Gordon Randolph, Madison County Emergency Coordinator; Wes Tyler, South Carolina State Climate Office, Columbia, SC; William Schmitz, Southeast Regional Climate Office Service Climatologist, Chapel Hill, NC; Todd Hamil, Southeast River Forecast Center Hydro-Meteorologist, Peachtree City GA.
The award day ceremony began with an overview of the Cooperative Observation Program at National Weather Service GSP. Emphasis was placed on the importance of the Cooperative Observation Program within our organization, and to other constituents in the federal, state and public arenas. A tour of WFO GSP followed, which included a demonstration of forecast tools, technologies and capabilities.  Master of ceremonies Terry Benthall then conducted an outdoor ceremony which included the presentation of awards. A luncheon then concluded the day’s festivities.  
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(Pictured in the award photograph from left to right are: Bill Teague, Superintendent, Terry Benthall, DAPM, WFO GSP, Larry Gabric, MIC, WFO GSP, Chris Leek, the weekday observer, and Karon Mathew, NCDC, Asheville, NC.)
